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ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ANNOUCES 50,000 ACRES ADDED TO FOREST 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 
 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs Secretary, Stephen R. Pritchard, Conservation 
Organizations and landowners today celebrate the addition of 50,000 acres to the Forest 
Stewardship Program under the administration of Governor Romney and Lt. Governor 
Healey. Forestry plans for this new land include a 10 year commitment from some 760 
landowners to keep their “working forests” undeveloped and to implement sustainable 
forestry practices. 
 
The Forest Stewardship Plan developed for “working forests” will help improve wildlife 
habitat, the health of our forests, the quality of our future forest products and the aesthetic 
and recreational amenities of our forests. The 50,000 acres that have been recently 
included into the Forest Stewardship are some of the Commonwealth’s most important 
forests for wildlife and water including 8,000 acres of “core habitat” in the “BioMap” 
that is critical for rare species, 18,000 acres of “supporting habitat” for these core areas 
and 22,000 acres of watershed lands that protect rare aquatic species. 
 
“The accomplishments of the Forest Stewardship Program have been remarkable,” said 
Secretary Pritchard. “I commend the foresters who have taken part in the Forest 
Stewardship Program and I hope as we continue to develop sustainable forest plans 
others will join. This is a great way to protect our natural resources and wildlife habitats.” 
 
To assist landowners interested in taking part in the Stewardship Program the 
Commonwealth offers a Chapter 61 Forest Tax Law Program. This program allows 
landowners to reduce their property tax burden considerably by committing to sustainable 
forest management. Landowners are also eligible for federal funding from the US forest 
Service for wildlife habitat improvement, pre-commercial forestry, trail work and many 
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other activities. Through the State Forest Stewardship Program land with significant 
statewide resources are receiving considerable protection at a cost of less than $20 per 
acre.  
 
To learn more about the Forest Stewardship Program please visit: 
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/service/steward.htm. 
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